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Figure 1: Overview of the expedition area around Baringo lake and towards the western rim. The surveyed caves are indicated by 
yellow markers. 

 
2. Access to Silali, Paka and Korosoi  

The caves are located around 2 km north of the village Natan (Fig. 2). This is on the south eastern extension of 
the Mt Silali volcano and north east from Paka volcano. The road from the accommodation at Baringo lake to 
the north is newly renovated and paved all the way from Nakuro to Marigat and onwards to Kinyang. It takes 
from the Baringo camps around 40 minutes on the tar road until the branch off on a dirt road towards the 
volcano area. The dirt road is first flat and dusty with several small stream crossing and later traverses of lava 
fields. This part takes around 1:30 to 2:00 hours depending on driving skills. Total access time from Baringo 
to the parking close to the Lomechan cave is around 2:30 hours. The road requires a high clearance vehicle 
and was driven in a 4x4 RAV. It was manageable with occasional walking at rocky areas. All the rivers were 
dry at this time of year. The caves are in 1.2 km distance and reached from the parking location by a 20-25 
minute walk in a flat semi-arid landscape. 

The other caves are easier to reach on better dirt roads with around 1.5 hour driving time from Baringo. Paka 
and Korosi are developed for geothermal power. Therefore water has to been pumped up for drilling holes and 
pipelines are laid and the roads are maintained for large trucks.  

50 km 
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Figure 2: Overview map of the Lake Baringo and Volcano area with dirt tracks from the geothermal project. The Silali caves are 
north of Natan village and marked by a red star. The red dashed line indicates the access. 
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3. Mt Silali Lava Caves 
The Lomechan caves consist of three lava cave segments (Reres, Saput, Karmaan) with three entrances (Fig. 
2). The main entrance is 10 m wide and 5 m high (cover photo) and located on the western end of a collapse. 
This entrance is well known in the Baringo area and described in publications (Simons 1998. Kipseba 2009). 
The entrance to the Saput Segment is on the eastern end of the same collapse. The entrance to the Karaam 
segment is 450 m to the northwest. It is on the northern end of a collapse and relatively narrow with a 0.80 m 
x 0.60 m opening. The segments belong to once one system and were later separated by roof collapses of the 
lava caves. Figure 2 shows an overview of the segments. The orientation of 133 Degree and altitude 
difference of 20 m suggests a lava flow from the large collapse at the end of the Reres and Caput segment 
towards and outflow on the eastern end of the Karam segment. Here a dark outflow shape and a rounded 
passage match.  

Reres Segment 

The cave hosts a large bat colony of estimated more than 100 k bats. The smell is already extreme at the 
entrance and a face mask is recommended. The 12 m wide and 6 m high lava passage splits into two passages 
after around 100 m. The northern passage hosts the majority of the bats and ends after 350 m in a blockage. 
Light is seen from the surface, but it is too narrow to exit. The southern branch narrows after 270 m into a 2 m 
long, 0.50 m high and 1 m wide crawl. Afterwards the passage becomes larger and continues for another 250 
m. There are only very few bats after the crawl and the type is different. The passage is at the end blocked with 
large stones and becomes very narrow. A first squeeze of 0.50 m x 0.30 m was passed, while the second is 
narrow and long and requires a squeeze specialist. 

Saput Segment 

The Saput segment is named after Porcupines living in holes inside the cave. There are only few bats in this 
cave. 

Karmaan Segment 

The wasp nest at the entrance gives the name to this cave. After a 2 m climb down between blocks the major 
single passage of around 12-18 m width and 6 m height is reached. It has much less bats, fresh air and is easy 
to visit. The passage splits after 350 m and unites after 50 m again into a single passage. Two snakes were 
observed between the blocks. It ends after 800 m into a block fall. 

An overview of the segments over the surface is given in Fig. 3. The lava seems to have flown from the west 
towards the east. A large entrance collapse is visible to the very eastern passage wer the lava seems to have 
submerged to emerge again at the western end. Here a typical toe shape is visible. The area at the collapse at 
the eastern end of Saput and Reres was carefully checked. A continuation between blocks was not found. The 
area at the western end of Karaam was not checked due to limited time. Our local guides reported one shaft 
full of bats near the village of Natan. Therefore a revisit to the area is interesting. 
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5. Biodiversity 

Bats & Porcupine Spikes 

     
Invertebrates 

    

 
The fauna in the caves were briefly investigated. Beside bats there are many different species of invertebrates. 
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10.  Cave Maps  

 



 10 R i f t  V a l l e y  L a v a  C a v e s  E x p e d i t i o n     
 

Page 10 

 
 

 
 



 

 
  Page 11 

 
 

 



 12 R i f t  V a l l e y  L a v a  C a v e s  E x p e d i t i o n     
 

Page 12 

 

 



 

 
  Page 13 

 
 
  



 14 R i f t  V a l l e y  L a v a  C a v e s  E x p e d i t i o n     
 

Page 14 

11.  Pictures  
 
 

 
 

 
  

Driving the dirt road to Silali (J. Dreybrodt)  

Walking after a 3 hour drive the last miles to Loripokume Cave (J. Dreybrodt)  
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Natan village: Approach from the parking to the cave entrances on a semi-arid landscape with camels (J. Dreybrodt)  

Loripokume Cave entrance area   
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Investigation of the collapse near Saput Segment for other entrances to the east (J. Dreybrodt) 

Main passage of Lomechan Karmaan around 400 m from the entrance (D. Froehlich) 
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 Start of the crawl in the southern part of Lomechan Reres, the passage increases after 2 meters again (D. Froehlich) 

Entrance area of Lomechan Reres (D. Froehlich) 
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Survey with as DistoX2 Lasermeter for Distance, compass and clinometer (D. Froehlich) 

Entrance of Lokus cave near Paka volcano (D. Froehlich) 








